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Minister’s Summary by Minister Yosano  
7th Meeting (March 18, 2009) 
An intensive discussion about an economic growth strategy: Third session 
(1) A strategy for realization of fundamental power of the Japanese economy (Low 

Carbon Society) 

 
Kaoru Yosano here. Today, the Council on Economic and Fiscal Policy (CEFP) held the 7th meeting 

of the year.   

 
At the CEFP meeting today, as the third session of the intensive discussion about an economic 

growth strategy, we discussed a low-carbon society. We will discuss a road map to overcoming the 

economic crisis and information and communication technology at the next CEFP meeting. 

 

At the beginning, Member Shirakawa (Governor of the Bank of Japan) made a brief report on 

resolutions made at today’s meeting of Monetary Policy Meeting.   

 

Temporary Member Kaneko (Minister of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism) and 

Temporary Member Saitoh (Minister of Environment) took part in today’s session. The Prime 

Minister made the following statement:  

 

Our growth strategy this time regards a shift toward a low-carbon society as one of the most 

important pillars and the Government has to demonstrate its commitment to this issue. The 

Government as a whole should draft its growth strategy and present its economic growth initiative 

to the international community. In particular, Japan should lead the world in developing and 

disseminating photovoltaic power generation and electric vehicles. For this purpose, what is 

essential is to provide support for the widespread use of clean energy resources, pushing forward 

the development and upgrading of infrastructures and facilitating industry-wide investment in 

renewable energy and related deregulation in an integrated manner. What counts is a sense of speed. 

I would like all related ministers to set ambitious targets and work out specific and bold measures 



for creating employment opportunities. If the central government moves fast enough, municipalities 

and other local governments will also get ready to move fast enough. 

 

By the beginning of April we will draft our growth strategy which includes specific numerical 

targets, incorporating discussions now ongoing at “the Advisory Meeting on Overcoming the 

Economic Crisis,” and also keeping in line with discussions at LDP. 

(End) 


