
 

Provisional translation
 

Minister’s Summary by Minister Yosano  
6th Meeting (March 10, 2009) 
An intensive discussion about an economic growth strategy: Second session 
(1) A strategy for realization of fundamental power of the Japanese economy (Agriculture)
(2) A strategy for realization of fundamental power of the Japanese economy (Tourism) 

  
Kaoru Yosano here. Today, the Council on Economic and Fiscal Policy (CEFP) held the 6th meeting 

of the year.   

 
The first subject on the agenda was agriculture. Temporary Member Ishiba (Minister of Agriculture, 

Forestry and Fisheries) took part in the session.  
 
The Prime Minister made the following statements: 

The projects that Temporary Member Ishiba presented today are future-oriented initiative toward 

regional revitalization. In particular, I would like parties concerned to work out specific measures to    

restore abandoned farmlands. Parties concerned should launch the implementation of projects 

designed to create plant factories and other new industries at an early date to accelerate their 

practical use. 

  

The followings are some of CEFP members’ comments: 

Authorities concerned should work out afforestation methods that will contribute to the alleviation of 

problems related to tree-pollen allergens.  

We should essentially make better use of abandoned farmland for farm production, for example, 

through a shift toward larger farming operations and farmland lease. Model projects concerning the 

use of abandoned farmland should be promptly put into practice. 

Why the government subsidies budget for the use of abandoned farmland is left unspent? Authorities 

should examine how the subsidies are being allocated and spent.  

 

The second subject on the agenda was tourism. Temporary Member Kaneko (Minister of Land, 
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Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism) attended the session.  

 

The Prime Minister made the following statements: 

Ordinary Japanese people cannot figure out what is “cool” for visitors from overseas. I am 

convinced that Japan has many tourism resources attractive and “cool” for foreign visitors. 

Accordingly, I would like to step up efforts to develop Japan as an attractive tourist destination. I 

would like to actively promote and contribute to the creation of spectacular landscapes at holiday 

destinations to attract more foreign tourists, for example, by removing power poles at tourist 

destinations. At a city near my hometown, power poles in streets were removed over a two-year 

period. As a result, city landscapes have totally changed, and since then people doing business 

alongside streets have been more eager to reconstruct and renovate their existing buildings. In this 

way, the removal of power poles has created significant ripple effects.  

  

The followings are some of CEFP members’ comments. 

Usually, visitors from overseas have to wait a long time for immigration formalities. And this can 

influence the first impression of foreign visitors. I think that private sectors can do a lot for 

improving immigration procedures. Authorities concerned should come up with more effective ways 

to ensure smooth immigration formalities.  

Access to Narita and Haneda Airports and transportation between the two airports are bottlenecks to 

business growth. Japan needs to develop and upgrade its hub airports by all means. Competition over 

hub airports has intensified, and Japan can no longer waste its time.  

The Government should promote the technology of superconducting magnetically levitated 

transportation system by all means. In addition, the Government should also facilitate the 

development and introduction of variable gauged trains. Furthermore, authorities should step up their 

efforts to promote barrier-free public facilities. Thanks to their efforts so far, we can now obtain 

public support to ensure barrier-free access to transportation facilities as small as a train station with 

only 5,000 passengers or less a day. 

What is important for developing our tourism industries is to remove power poles and lay 

underground electric cables instead. The Government should do something to accelerate the planned 

removal that has lagged due to costs borne by electric utilities. 

The Japanese Tourism Agency has put up, at metro facilities in Paris, many posters featuring images 

of Japanese famous tourist destinations together with French counterparts. As a result, tourists from 

France have increased by 20%. Judging from this experience, I would guess that there is plenty of 

room for improvement in our efforts to develop tourism.  

  

At the end of the meeting, I summed up how to proceed with our discussion on the economic growth 
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strategy. 

At our next meeting, we will have discussion on the low-carbon revolution and information and 

communication technology. 

So far we have mainly discussed projects for each sector. In parallel, I think we need to   put things 

in perspective, in order to make clear the outline of policy responses effective to overcome Japan’s 

economic crisis and to clarify how to position our economic growth strategy in relation to the 

responses.  

If possible, I would like Expert Members to present suggestions, at the next meeting, on how to 

overcome the present economic crisis, from the viewpoint of macroeconomic policymaking. I have 

just asked Expert Members to present their views on potential risks associated with each phase and 

priority issues in an easy-to-understand manner over a three-year period. 

(End)  


