
 

Provisional translation
 

Minister’s Summary by Minister Yosano  
5th Meeting (March 3, 2009) 
An intensive discussion about an economic growth strategy: First session 
(1) Healthy longevity 
(2)  A strategy for realization of fundamental power of the Japanese economy (human 

resources) 
(3)  A strategy for realization of fundamental power of the Japanese economy (media 

contents) 

  
Kaoru Yosano here. Today, the Council on Economic and Fiscal Policy (CEFP) held the 5th meeting 

of the year.   

 

I would like to discuss the economic growth strategy here at the CEFP over the next three sessions 

(including today’s), to reach some conclusions by the end of the month. 

 

Today, we had the first session of the intensive discussion on the economic growth strategy, and 

deliberated healthy longevity, human resources, and media contents. At the second and third sessions, 

we will have discussion mainly on tourism and agriculture, and the low-carbon revolution and 

information and communication technology, respectively. 

 

At the beginning of the meeting, the Prime Minister made the following determined statement: 

Our economic growth strategy should, first of all, bring dreams to people. We have to make efforts 

with a “no retreat” attitude, though adjusting interests among parties concerned may be sometimes 

difficult. 

  

 The first subject on the agenda was how to achieve healthy longevity. 

 

The Prime Minister made the following instructions: 

I would like the Minister of Health, Labour and Welfare to work out how to create an environment 
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where nursing care service sectors can emerge as profitable sectors and we can determine 

professional care-givers’ wages and working conditions in accordance with their professional 

experiences and qualifications. The Government must do its best to address shortage of 

community-based medical physicians and of advanced medical care, and accordingly, I would like 

Minister of Health, Labour and Welfare and appropriate ministers to support community-based 

efforts together.  

The introduction of information technology in medical sectors has not advanced fast enough, but it is 

an urgent issue we must tackle immediately. I would like those concerned to get fully prepared 

against a possible outbreak of new strains of influenza. European nations have recognized the 

seriousness of the issue. 

  

The followings are some of CEFP members’ comments. 

In 2003, the Government planned to create 5.3 million jobs in service-related sectors over a 

five-year period. In reality, these sectors have added approximately 4 million new jobs, and medical 

care and nursing care service sectors annually created 200,000 new jobs. The nursing care service 

sector for the elderly has been rapidly growing. We should focus on the creation of employment 

opportunities in these sectors. 

We should, first of all, introduce innovative community-based medical care services into model 

zones to promote the upgrading of community-based health care on a nationwide basis. I would 

also like to see the functional enhancement of university-affiliated hospitals, and an increase in the 

number of new doctors.  

 

In response, the Prime Minister expressed his hope for concerted efforts of parties concerned.  

 

Another member pointed out the importance of intensive investment into model zones, and voiced 

his concerns about whether three appropriate ministries have effectively collaborated in promoting 

countermeasures against cancer. He also emphasized the necessity to transform nursing care service 

industries into more profitable, better-paid sectors  

 

The Prime Minister made the following comment: 

For example, now robot technology allows paraplegic patients to move their paralyzed limbs. It 

may be a good idea to support the development of this kind of technology as a part of sports 

promotion. 

 

Another member emphasized the importance of export competitiveness of Japanese medical 

products that Minister of Health, Labour and Welfare has so far ignored in favor of safety, pointing 
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out the particular importance of the development of pharmaceutical and medical device industries as 

export-oriented sectors. 

 

The second subject on the agenda was human resources. Temporary Member Masuzoe (Minister of 

Health, Labour and Welfare) and Temporary Member Shionoya (Minister of Education, Culture, 

Sports, Science, and Technology) attended the session.  

 

The Prime Minister made the following instructions: 

The nation as a whole should enhance its human resource development. I would like Minister of 

Health, Labour and Welfare and Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science, and Technology to 

enhance countermeasures against underemployment, for example, by reinforcing social safety nets, 

including the provision of vocational training opportunities for workers who have lost their jobs. It is 

also important to address underemployment among postdoctorals. 

 

The third subject on the agenda was media contents. Temporary Member Shionoya attended the 

session. 

 

The Prime Minister made the following instructions: 

It is important to make better use of competitive media contents and foster media contents 

industries. I would like you to work out concrete measures for developing Japanese media contents 

into Japan’s leading exports, such as automobiles and iron steel. Media contents industries will also 

play important roles in creating employment opportunities. We have to support and foster these 

sectors so as to successfully transform their attractive media contents into competitive products.  

(End)  

 


