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Information and communication technology (ICT) significantly contributes economic 
growth with a market worth 100 trillion yen as of 2006, and can effectively create jobs. 
The Japanese government needs to make strategic use of information and 
communication technology (ICT) in all areas to generate new industries and improve 
convenience of people’s lives, taking into consideration that other countries are now 
enhancing their efforts toward the creation of national strategies for information and 
communication.  
For this purpose, the Government should evaluate past results of measures it has carried 
out so far and reveal their problems, and then should formulate and put into practice 
new strategies suitable for the full-scale digital age.  
It is essential to carefully select and incorporate priority projects, which are concrete 
enough and highly effective, into the formulation of new strategies. 

 

＜1＞ The Government should specify how it will successfully complete the transfer to 

terrestrial digital broadcasting (Terrestrial analogue broadcasting will then be 
shut down.), and how it will make better use of frequencies currently used for 
terrestrial analogue television broadcasting.  

In the United States where the government earlier started advancing the transition to 
terrestrial digital broadcasting, the complete transition has been postponed four months. 
The Japanese government should immediately work out specific measures and take all 
possible steps for completing the full shift to terrestrial digital broadcasting by July 2011 
in a smooth, steady and prompt manner.   

(For example, to ensure the complete and smooth transition, the Government should discuss (1) 
how to disseminate the information to and support the elderly people and other disadvantaged 
people, (2) how to deal with fraudulent selling practices and improve poor reception of 
broadcasting signals at urban areas, (3) how to help public facilities, including schools and 
hospitals, to adapt to the shift to digital broadcasting, and (4) how to   dispose and recycle 
analogue televisions.) 
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Frequencies newly available following the full shift to terrestrial digital broadcasting are 
people’s valuable resources. The Government needs to create an environment accordingly 
which makes the maximum use of the frequencies, one of valuable national resources, by 
promptly formulating specific measures concerning technical standards and guidelines for 
licensing, in order to create new industries and new services for enriching people’s lives 
and to provide safety and peace of mind to people.  
(For example: ITS, digital advertising, digital multimedia broadcasting) 
  

The Government should also set up concrete steps to be taken to make available and 
effectively use “White Space (unused block of frequencies already allocated to television 
transmission),” including technical validation. In addition, the Government should discuss  
from diverse perspectives how to allocate “White Space,” including methods of taking 
advantage of markets, as one of forward-looking issues in information and communication 
sectors.  
  

＜2＞  Though the Government has long been engaged in the establishment of 

e-Government and e-municipality, they are still far from being convenient 
enough for people to realize their values. The Government needs to identify 
why they have not really taken off, and work out clearly how to make up for 
the delay.   

First of all, the Government should evaluate and make public the progress of past 
projects (for example, administrative procedures for government employees’ travel 
expenses, a change of residence, and corporate employees’ retirement), and then should 

overcome issues that have delayed the progress.  
For example, for every change of address, up to 27 types of administrative procedures have to 
be handled.  

 

The Government should develop legal systems for implementing Electronic Government 
as well as assign a governmental CIO who controls CIO and assistant CIO appointed at 
each ministry/agency.  

  

The Government should set up a forum for a dialogue between central and local governments 

to push forward Electronic Government which involves the two parties in an integrated 

manner. 

  

The Government should set out a schedule for the introduction of efficient e-Government 
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and e-municipalities, including the development of cloud computing technologies and the 
integration of servers, both of which underlie e-Government and e-municipalities.  

 

The Government should prepare a schedule for the realization of “electronic post office 
boxes,” while seeking consistency with experimental introduction of social security cards.  
Note: “An electronic post office box” is a secure address for personal use set up on the Internet 

(a personal account) through which one can electronically get, accumulate and distribute 
administrative information. 

 

＜3＞ The Government needs to take drastic measures to disseminate information and 

communication technologies in sectors that lag behind in taking advantage of 
the technologies. 

In order to ensure the electronic processing of medical fee bills by fiscal 2011, the 
Government should take support measures for clinics and pharmacies.  

 

The Government should upgrade and expand in-school communication infrastructures 

(including in-school LAN, internet connection, access to terrestrial digital broadcasting and 
access to computers per teacher.)。  

For example: Diffusion rate of in-school LAN in Japan: 62.5% in 2008 
 (100% in South Korea in 2005) 

 Access to the Internet in Japan: 51.8% in 2008 (97% in South Korea in 2005) 
 

The Government should expand optical fiber networks at remote areas, and promptly 
eliminate zero-broadband areas.  
Percentage of households with access to broadband services: 98.3%  
 


