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Economic Growth Strategy in Tourism  

Japan, safe and rich in diversity of cultures, foods and regional characteristics, is a country 
with high potentialities for development as a tourism nation. In order to realize fundamental 
power of Japan, as a potential tourism nation, and create demand and employment, we have 
to market the appeal of Japan as a tourist destination and facilitate the flow of traffic from 
overseas to regional destinations.  
In addition, it is important to create new demand for tourism by responding to retired 
baby-boomers’ demand for tourism.  
To realize a tourism nation, the Government has to work out specific promotion measures as 
listed below. 
  
＜1＞ In order to facilitate the flow of traffic from overseas to regional destinations, the 

Government should push forward functional enhancement of Haneda and Narita 
Airports.  

 
- At present, most of visitors destined for regional locations from overseas drop by 

Narita Airport first, and then travel to their regional destinations via Haneda Airport. 
Accordingly, to facilitate the flow of traffic from overseas to regional destinations, the 
Government should push forward measures listed below. 

 
【Promotion measures】  

- Dramatically improve transportation to and from Haneda and Narita Airports and 
upgrade Narita Airport access to regional airports.  

- Enhance the capacity of airports in the Tokyo metropolitan area, in particular, of Haneda 
and Narita Airports.  

- Successively increase the arrivals and departures of international flights at Haneda 
Airport, after the scheduled increase of flights in 2010, and realize, at an early date, 
daytime flights from Haneda to major Asian destinations, including Singapore and 
Bangkok, to meet increasing demand.   

- Expand  aviation liberalization at Haneda and Narita Airports, and also for European 
and American destinations. 

 
＜2＞ To revitalize regional touristic development, the Government should push forward 

reinforcement of regional attractiveness of a whole community as a tourist destination 
through community-based initiative, human resources development for tourism, and 
diversification of business and school holiday calendars, including the introduction of 
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school autumn vacations, which have already been introduced in some regions. 
 

- First of all, each region should, through regional initiative, cultivate touristic resources 
over a whole region, and should reinforce its attractiveness as a tourist destination.  

 
The Japan Tourism Agency should serve as a one-stop contact for consultation on policy 
measures concerning tourism region development1 which is now under way. The agency 
should also facilitate a shift toward longer-stay tourism, in particular, for would-be tourists 
in baby-boomer generations who are rich in leisure, and should step up its support for 
community-based efforts to cultivate regional attractiveness and develop human resources 
for tourism sectors.  
In addition, schools in some regions have already introduced the two semester system and 
the autumn vacation system. This helps diversify school holiday calendars. Then, why not 
proceed with more diversification of business and school holiday calendars, for example, by 
encouraging employees to obtain more paid day-offs. By so doing, we will have more 
family-oriented tourism opportunities without being trapped by congestion and more easily 
enjoy precious experiences normally not available at school. This will also boost tourism 
demand.  
(Note: In France, school holidays vary from region to region. By so doing, authorities 

diversify school holiday schedules.)  
 
【Promotion measures】  

- Facilitate the cultivation of touristic resources through regional initiative  
- The Government should push forward measures listed below for tourism region 

development.   
(1) Promotion of development and discovery of new regional attractiveness through a 

shift toward longer-stay tourism and through encouragement of region-wide tourism 
by making transportation among tourist destinations more comfortable and agreeable  
(Extra supportive measures, including honorable recognition awards, are 
recommendable in order to disseminate successful practices and promote their 
replication by applying their expertise in other regions.) 

(2) Regional leadership in collaboration with the Tourism Agency and other appropriate 
ministries in developing human resources as regional tourism resource organizers  

(3) Support for human resources development and for better matching between tourism 
sectors’ needs and job seekers in collaboration among industry, academia, and 
government, especially for students in tourism-related faculties and for foreign 
students studying in Japan  

(4) Burying telegraph poles underground in tourism spots and other related matters  
 

- Educational sectors and business communities should work together to facilitate the 
introduction of different holiday calendars on a regional basis, by diversifying school 
holidays and encouraging employees to obtain more paid day-offs. 

 
＜3＞ In order to make domestic systems more foreign tourist-friendly, the Government 

                                                  
1 Tourist region development, initiated in 2008, aims to realize an increase in longer-stay tourism, 

through collaboration among a number of municipalities over a wide area. 
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should encourage the creation of safe and comfortable environments for tourists from 
overseas.  

 
The Government should push forward measures listed below.  
- Deliver messages across borders on Japanese tourism resources  
- Improve the availability of information in foreign languages concerning 

accommodations and other tourist destinations, at public transportation facilities  
- Improve the screening and reception of foreign visitors by increasing manpower in 

immigration screening procedures  
- Relax visa requirements for Chinese and other tourists (Should be implemented at an 
early day, through coordination among all appropriate ministries) 

 


