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1. Reification of policies for easing public anxiety 

(1) In preparation for the development of a specific schedule for “The Medium-term 
Program for Establishing a Sustainable Social Security System and Securing Its Stable 
Revenue Sources”, the Government needs to show the overview of functional 
enhancement in social security systems in an easy to understand manner, to convince 
the public of the need to shoulder the cost of maintaining social security systems. 
The Government should let people know concrete plans on how it will improve and 
expand services in medical care and nursing care sectors and how it will devise 
countermeasures to the falling birthrate up to 2015, before implementing fundamental 
reform of the tax system.  

 

(2) A “social security number and card” system, which is an infrastructure essential to 
functional enhancement of social security, should be implemented by fiscal 2011.  
For this purpose, the Cabinet should be responsible for constructing a framework for 
discussing the issue across all ministries. 

 

(3) Functional enhancement of social security is stipulated in a schedule for “The 
Medium-term Program for Establishing a Sustainable Social Security System and 
Securing Its Stable Revenue Sources”, and countermeasures against an economic crisis 
and related supplementary budgets adopted this time include a number of measures 

(including “Rehabilitation Fund for Community-Based Medicine,” and a fund for 
improving working conditions of professional caregivers) which will be put into 
practice ahead of time for promptly strengthening social security functions..  

The Government should state, in “The Medium-term Program for Establishing a 
Sustainable Social Security System and Securing Its Stable Revenue Sources,” that its 
response this time is only a temporary measure and it should deliberate future 
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responses, giving serious consideration to how to secure financial resources. 
 

(4) The Government should clearly indicate, by the end of this fiscal year, considerations 
and directions for specific institutional design of the tax reduction combined with 
benefits package designed to support low-income earners and workers raising small 
children, as parts of policies for easing public anxiety based on employment stability, 
before implementing fundamental reform of the tax system. 

 

(5) The Government should, above all, enhance the quality, efficiency and diversification 
of child-care and educational services for small children, in parallel with “the 
unification of kindergartens and nursery schools” and “consolidation of duplicating or 
overlapping functions of the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare and the Ministry 
of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology” concerning early childhood 
education. The Government should also comprehensively consider the possible 
free-of-charge provision of early childhood education, giving due consideration to 
“how to secure financial resources for free-of-charge education for younger children.”  

 
(6) The Government should offer equal educational opportunities to younger generations 

who tend to give up high school education or university education for economic reasons 
and should provide support for elderly single-person households together with housing 
services and community renovation, while working out how to secure financial 
resources through integrated reform of both expenditures and revenues, which is to be 
carried out together with fundamental reform of the tax system.  

 

2. How to secure reliable financial resources for necessary measures 
In order to figure out policies for easing public anxiety centered on “employment 
stability” and to correct immediate problems in existing social security systems, in 
compliance with “The Medium-term Program for Establishing a Sustainable Social 
Security System and Securing Its Stable Revenue Sources,” the Government should 
secure reliable financial resources in parallel with the implementation of fundamental 
reform of the tax system, and work out details of necessary measures, addressing the 
following considerations: 

 

(1) The Government should institutionalize functional enhancement in social security, an 

issue listed in a schedule for “The Medium-term Program for Establishing a 
Sustainable Social Security System and Securing Its Stable Revenue Sources” (as per 
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attached), and should decide when to implement social security reform. 
 

(2) The Government should secure reliable financial resources needed to achieve 

sustainable social security in compliance with “The Medium-term Program for 
Establishing a Sustainable Social Security System and Securing Its Stable Revenue 
Sources”, seeking ways to assume our responsibility for future generations and provide 
a peace of mind to the population of working generations at the same time.   

 

(3) For balancing “easing public anxiety” and “economic revitalization,” based on results 
of intensive discussions on easing public anxiety, the Government should: 
- discuss the institutionalization of important policies included in countermeasures 

against the declining birthrate which will also serve to correct persistent disparities 

and avoid creating lasting disparities, in compliance with “The Medium-term 
Program for Establishing a Sustainable Social Security System and Securing Its 
Stable Revenue Sources”, and should figure out how to secure reliable financial 
resources needed to implement these policies; and  

- secure, through fundamental reform of the tax system and through integrated reform 

of expenditures and revenues, financial resources necessary to implement other 
policies for easing public anxiety. 


