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To overcome an economic crisis, the Government has taken new measures that avoid a double 
dip recession in the immediate future and lead to future growth. In the face of deteriorating 
fiscal and economic situations, it is indispensable to take specific steps to address the following 
issues and to ensure peace of mind in people’s daily lives through a social security system 
reform. 
 
We should have intensive discussion that leads to people’s feeling of being safe, and the 
Government should incorporate the discussion results in “Basic Policies 2009” and “revision of 
The Medium-term Program for Establishing a Sustainable Social Security System and 
Securing Its Stable Revenue Sources.” 
 
1. Correction of lasting disparities 
 
- The need to understand the actual conditions of disparities and the poverty problem in the 

face of an aging population, a growing number of single-person households and changing 
employment structures. 

- Ways in which policies should function to maintain social inclusion (by extending social safety 
nets to everyone, regardless of family structure or employment status, and discussing how 
income redistribution should function.) 

- Ways in which policies should function to ensure both vitalization and a feeling of being safe 
(by taking active employment measures which combine vocational training and livelihood 
support and offering a variety of career paths) 

- Ways in which the structure of burdens accompanied by new policy responses should function 
and the need to estimate future burdens  

 
2. Securing of high quality social security  
 
- The correlation between functional enhancement of a social security system that should be 

achieved in the medium to long term, and social security-related measures which have been 
already taken as a part of “Policy Package to Address Economic Crisis”  

- Identification of sectors of a social security system which need to be functionally enhanced, 
including concrete countermeasures against the declining birthrate, and preparation of a 
schedule for the functional enhancement.  

- Social security services which “share users’ viewpoints” (including a social security number 
and card system) 

 
3. Securing of reliable financial resources that leads to sustainable social security  
 
- Effects of a deteriorating economic and fiscal environment on the sustainability of our social 

security 
- The correlation between the sustainability of our social security and financial burdens  
 


