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For aging societies with declining populations, thorough reexamination should be 

applied to the idea of national land formation as well. Keywords pertinent to the issue are: 

(1) local initiative (departure from the central government-led policy making system); (2) 

broader economic zones (introduction of a system of broader regional government 

[Doshu-sei]); and (3) sustainability (shifting from“expansion to maintenance”). 

The National Land Sustainability Plan (hereinafter, The NLSP) should be totally shifted 

from the sort of land planning that is driven by the central government and emphasizes 

quantitative development, as in the old Comprehensive National Development Plans. The 

new plan should enable local regions to take the initiative in designing wide-area economic 

zones in a way to provide a road map toward a broader regional government system in 

near future. 

To achieve these goals, we make the following proposals: 

 

1. Formulating the “Wide-area Regional Plans” (note) on the initiative of local regions 

 

● It is essential that the Wide-area Regional Plans (hereinafter, WRPs)  enable local regions 
to pursue their independence as regional blocks through self-initiated “selection and 

concentration” of the necessary projects. The Wide-area Regional Planning Councils 
(WRPCs) should clarify policy options of future directions in each local region. 
●From now on, it is extremely important to determine what regions should become from 
the perspective of the elderly (such as the promotion of “compact cities” and networking 
of local communities’ functions) as well as of facilitating child raising. A mechanism to 
fully incorporate local residents’ opinions into the plans is necessary. 

●In formulating the plans, the roles by local branch offices of the central government 

should be made consistent with the ongoing drastic reform of such regional outposts. The 



plans have to be formulated and implemented at the initiative of the relevant 

municipalities so that they will become a milestone on the road to a broader regional 

government system. 

 

2. Formulating and implementing the plan with an emphasis on efficienct resource 

allocation 

 

● In the process of formulating and implementing the plan, the Ministry of Land, 

Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism should take the initiative in ensuring 

coordination among the ministries involved in order to avoid separate approaches of the 

ministries. 

●The WRPCs should evaluate the impacts of policies and publicize the results. It is 

essential to pursue prioritization and rationalization of social infrastructure 

developments and so on, by way of steadily implementing the PDCA (Plan, Do, Check 

and Act) cycle. 

● In order for local regions to take full initiative in addressing matters specified in the 

WRPs, the central government should provide assistance aimed at enhancing local 

regions’ discretionary powers, such as the utilization of “subsidies for regional 

independence and revitalization.” 

 

Note: Wide-area Regional Plan 

- The NLSP is comprised of the National Plan (or the NP) and the WRPs. In total, 8 

WRPs are to be formulated during FY2008 in line with the NP. 

- The NP is determined by the Cabinet, whereas the WRPs are decided by the Minister of 
Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism after conferences in the WRPCs. 

-  The WRPCs, consisting of local branch offices of the central government, 
prefectures and designated cities involved, economic organizations, etc. The 
WRPCs discuss the drafting of the WRPs and the implementation thereof. 


