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What matters in regional revitalization is to honestly recognize the aging society and a 
shrinking population. It will be increasingly difficult to maintain medical care, nursing 
care and safety-related and other services as they are for years to come, in the face of a 
declining population. In order to ensure the provision of necessary services as well as 
feelings of safety and comfort, we have to start “redesigning of urban environments.”  

In addition, it will be of greater importance to have active commercial areas within a 
community more than ever. Commercial areas featuring shopping malls directly offer 
convenience to residents. In particular, for elderly people, living areas where people can 
live independently with daily needs in a pedestrian distance are indispensable. That is also 
a prerequisite for more active service industry.  

To give specific examples of a community where residents, in particular elderly people, can 
live independently and comfortably, we have to discuss how new types of a local 
community should function from the viewpoints listed below. Minister of State for 
Regional Revitalization and relevant cabinet ministers should lead the formulation of the 
vision of “redesigning urban environments.”  

 

1. A local community that promotes convenience for residents and facilitates local 
commerce  

Collective housing for elderly people, including rental accommodation, nursing care 
centers and group homes for seniors, should be built at the center of a living area to offer 
an environment in which people can easily change their residences.  

 
-  Authorities should consider upgrading and expanding a number of subsidy programs 

to support the development of high quality rental accommodation and nursing care 
centers for elderly people in the center of a community.  
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- To encourage relocation of elderly people to central-located housing, it may be 

recommendable to promote a mechanism like the one that “Japan Trans-Housing 
Institute”1 is providing.  

 

To make it easier to rent out shops at a shopping district to people who are willing to start 
new businesses, it is necessary to establish a mechanism to separate asset ownership from 
daily management. Marugamemachi of Takamatsu City, well known for its successful City 
Center （法律名称と合わせるため）revitalization effort, has separated ownership and 

management of assets through term lease contracts, and people in the community jointly 
established a company to manage tenants in the neighborhood in a unified way.  

To realize similar projects at other locations, it may be necessary to introduce a system like a 
Japanese-version of a BID (Business Improvement District)2. 
  

High quality housing for elderly and City Center （同上）revitalization, as above 

mentioned, are not two isolated issues. It is essential that shopping district renovation 
should be accompanied by the construction of housing for elderly persons in the same 
district.   

 

                                                  
1 A limited liability intermediate corporation that encourages relocation of elderly people, by renting 

houses from senior homeowners aged 50 or over, allowing them to draw on incomes from their 

properties and then renting out them to families with small children.  
2 A BID (Business Improvement District) refers to a local organization established for a special area 

defined for downtown revitalization in the United States under state laws.  
1. In response to a petition by parties concerned, a municipal council proposes the establishment of 

a BID.  

 2. Authorities delineate an area designated as a BID, and when two-thirds of residents of the area 

vote to establish a BID, a new BID will be organized. 

 3. Residents of the area are asked to become involved in the operation of a BID. 

 4. To fund BID area improvement, sometimes, funds are forcibly collected from residents. 

(However, in general, municipal governments add extra charges to fixed assets taxes in order to 

cover the cost of BID activities.)  

New York City has 55 Business Improvement Districts and the city typically allocates an 

amount equivalent to 6% of fixed assets taxes to BIDs.  
5. A BID is responsible for carrying out the promotion and marketing of the district, business 

incubation, attraction of businesses in the district and housing development. 
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2. Redesigning of an entire living area 
For ensuring the attractiveness and vitality of a local community, commercial sectors, 
cultural activities, educational facilities, medical care and other services, all equipped with 
sophisticated functions, are necessary. While the growth in the service sector is crucial in 
rural areas, a certain level of population aggregation is a key to the service industry 
revitalization.   

In rural areas (other than the three major metropolitan areas), the agriculture, forestry and 

fisheries industry accounts for 2% of the gross production, the manufacturing industry, 21％, 
and the service industry, 74％.   

 

Based on the idea of living areas where people can live independently with daily needs in a 
convenient distance, the Government needs to offer political incentives for setting up a hub 
town district（下線：修正者注） compete with urban built-up areas in every several districts 

of each prefecture.  

- For example, it is necessary to raise the ratio of building volumes to lots in hub town district  

（上記下線部と表現をそろえた方がよいのではないか） 

 

It is no longer easy for each municipality to retain large-scale medical institutions and 
cultural facilities. Accordingly, it is inevitable to concentrate high level administrative 
functions in a hub town and to link each hub town and its peripheral areas with 
transportation and information technology networks. In this way, urban environments 
should be redesigned to ensure an adequate level of services in the entire area.  

 

The Government should further promote municipal merger.  
 

3. Decentralization is essential to “regional management” 
The time is gone when a national government formulated a regional development plan on 
a nationwide scale. What are needed now are local residents who are ready and willing to 
consider the future of a local community in which they live. 
- In order to allow local residents themselves to consider the future of a local community 

and in turn, allow the head of a municipality to implement regional management, 
more responsibility, authority and tax revenue resources should be boldly transferred 
from the central government to local governments.  

-  On the basis of functional enhancement of municipal governments, we should move 
forward the full realization of the regional government system (Doshu-sei).  


