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Ministries concerned so far, with few exceptions, have not provided sufficient responses to 
the recommendations of the Committee for the Promotion of Decentralization Reform.  
Decentralization reform has been one of the top priorities for recent administrations. 
Local governments themselves, to which functions and authority of the central 
government have to be transferred, have much needed decentralization reform. Making 
up the profile of a nation is the duty of the Cabinet and the Diet, and politics should lead 
the promotion of decentralization reform for establishing local governments which have 
autonomous legislative powers, autonomous administrative powers and autonomous fiscal 
powers. 
The CEFP has so far discussed the transfer of central government functions, in particular, 
local branch offices of governmental organizations, to local governments, and provided the 
draft classification standards to identify which duty should be transferred to local 
governments. For enhancing public convenience, eliminating the dual administration, and 
streamlining duties of both the central and local governments, it is an absolute necessity 
that the transfer should be put in place. 
 

1. First recommendations and how to put them in action 
(1) Central and local government duties should be classified according to the following 

principles: 
 

【Broad principles】 

- What local governments can do should be entrusted to local governments. 
- The national government should be responsible for duties that must be performed or 

regulated from the national perspective or on a nationwide scale, by developing a set of 
standard principles for carrying out the duties. For individual cases, local authorities 
should fulfill their duties, according to local actual conditions. The central government 
should carry out ex post check on each case on as needed basis. 
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- For example, regarding permission for the conversion of agricultural land to other use, 
the national government could create a mechanism to secure and protect an adequate 
amount of farmland and carry out ex post check more vigorously. At the same time, for 
each case of the conversion, it may be possible to transfer to local governments the 
authority to permit the conversion, or dismantle routine consultation with central 
government authorities. 

 
(2) In addition, the Government should accomplish priority tasks as listed below to bring 

about and demonstrate concrete results of the reform.  
- For realizing the unification of kindergartens and nursery schools, authorities should 

review eligibility requirements for public child day care services and standards for 
establishment of child care facilities in accordance with local conditions, to make public 
child care services more user-friendly. 

- The authority to provide welfare, public healthcare, and educational services and the one to 

undertake town development and related paperwork should be transferred from a 
prefectural government to a municipal government so that a municipal government can 
play a leading role in providing public services linked to people’s lives.  

 
2.  In preparation for the second recommendations 
The fundamental reform of local branch offices of governmental organizations is one of 
the important pillars of the promotion of decentralization reform. The Government must 
not give in to individual ministry’s demands. In line with the first recommendations 
including those on clerical work and the classification method of the central and local 
government duties, the Government should drastically review local branch offices of 
governmental organizations.  


