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Thanks to the Asian Gateway Strategy Council’s final report, has started its 
process for achieving most of what we had proposed such as aviation liberalization 
and 24-hour operation of Haneda Airport. The expert members highly appreciate 
the report as a major breakthrough for reform will start moving forward 
implementation. We also give our sincere respect for all of the efforts made by the 
parties concerned. 

We must develop such a big step for reform into concrete actions and make it a 
tidal wave of major reform. 

1. A timetable for aviation liberalization under the Asian Gateway Initiative 
The Minister of Land, Infrastructure and Transport is requested to quickly 

draft a timetable with concretely specifying an implementation period for concrete 
measures toward aviation liberalization that were incorporated into the Asian 
Gateway Initiative, and to report to the Council on Economic and Fiscal Policy 
(CEFP). 

2. Japan-Europe aviation liberalization 
We highly evaluate the fact that the Asian Gateway Initiative suggested that 
“Asian Open Sky” (Note 1) be strategically promoted swiftly. Moves toward 
aviation liberalization are accelerated in Europe, too, as seen by the conclusion of 
the U.S.-EU open sky agreement. (Note 2) As services between Asia and Europe 
form a major aviation market, Japan should make prompt consideration for 
Japan-Europe Open Sky agreements without missing a chance. (Note 3) 

3. Further liberalization of airports in the Tokyo metropolitan area 
The four years up to FY 2010 represent an extremely important period for 
advancing Japan’s aviation liberalization. Viewing accomplishments of the Asian 



Gateway Strategy Council as a breakthrough, it is essential to devise specific 
airport operation methods as well as consider further liberalization measures. 
For example, it is necessary to consider the maximum possible measures to expand 
capacity of the metropolitan airports (Haneda and Narita airports), which have 
high needs in Japan and abroad, and work out specific measures for expanding 
day-time international routes (Note 4) and slots (Note 5) as soon as possible. At the 
same time, considerations should be made for further liberalization of 
international air fares of flights serving Japan. (Note 6) 

Note 1: This means “aviation liberalization comparable to international best practices, 
not the U.S.-style Open Sky” (The Asian Gateway Initiative) 

Note 2: The United States had maintained bilateral aviation agreements with EU 
member states. But the European Court of Justice ruled that eight Open Sky agreements 
violate EU agreements (Treaty of Rome) that provide for equality for member states. 
Subsequently, the EU concluded a new Open Sky Treaty with the U.S. which integrated 
27 member states in bilateral agreement. 

Note 3: At that time, the Government should negotiate with Russia so as to realize the 
early optimization of Siberian overflight fee for air services between Japan and Europe 
from the viewpoint of securing competition on an equal footing. 

Note 4: Firstly, the Government should prepare measures for expanding day-time 
international charter flights by 2010. Secondly, with regard to new routes to be served 
after the fourth runway opens in 2010, the Government should give shape to what the 
Asian Gateway Initiative called for: “New routes to be served at Haneda Airport should 
be judged from not only traditional perimeter rules but also actual demand and the 
importance of the route, and closer destinations should be considered first while leaving 
final decisions for future aviation negotiations.” We would like to check these 
processes from now on. 

Note 5: As for daytime international flights after 2010, the Asian Gateway Initiative 
said “30,000 scheduled international passenger flights will be served at Haneda after 
the opening.” However, slot allocation for domestic and international flights should be 



coordinated in a flexible manner with subsequent demand trends in mind. 

Note 6: Flexible pricing for discount international air fares is now considered up to 70 
percent of IATA discount fares. But this can be more liberalized. 


