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➢The opportunity has arrived for Japan’s agriculture to be revived as a new 

industry against the background of the maturing of consumer preferences and 

increasing demand for Japanese agricultural products due to the rapid economic 

growth of East Asia. 

 

➢However, Japan’s agriculture industry is in a state being stuck in a vicious cycle, 

an increase of abandoned cultivated land, the rapid aging of farmers and a 

long-term decline in agricultural production. 

 

➢Thus, Japan’s agriculture industry is at a turning point. For Japan’s agriculture 

to turn for the better, it is necessary to overcome a variety of challenges such as 

nurturing competent farm managers and developing export markets. From the 

viewpoint of breaking away from the “postwar regime,” however, the greatest 

challenge is farmland reform. It is important to recognize that without farmland 

reform, there will be no strong agriculture.  

 

➢The key to merging small plots of land into large ones is promoting a drastic 

shift from farmland ownership to utilization. For a small country like Japan, 

farmland is a precious business resource. Therefore, it is important to make the 

most effective use of farmland by separating ownership and utilization.  

 

➢To this end, it is necessary to implement the following specific measures and 

carry out full-fledged farmland reform. The Expert Committee on Reforms 



Addressing Globalization should, in collaboration with the ministries and agencies 

concerned, conduct in-depth deliberations on this reform and reflect its findings in 

a reform plan for farmland policy to be drawn up by the Ministry of Agriculture, 

Forestry and Fisheries by autumn. 



 

【Specific Measures for Promoting Shift from Ownership to Utilization】 

 

(1) To set the goal of reducing the areas of abandoned cultivated land to zero and 

set forth a timetable for achieving this goal. 

(2) To create a fixed-term land lease system for farmland 

(3) To set the farmland rent in ways to reflect the supply-demand balance for 

farmland and ensure that tenants will not be put at a disadvantage in terms of 

farmland management. The existing standard tenant rent system should be 

abolished after a certain period. 

(4) To make it easy for people willing to sell farmland due to problems related to 

age and inheritance to transfer land ownership by creating a system that would 

allow the acquisition of shares in exchange for providing farmland in kind to 

joint stock companies.  

 

The Expert Committee on Reforms Addressing Globalization should continue 

deliberations on other matters, including the establishment of an environment for 

farmland managers to expand into a variety of new business areas by using their 

own creative initiatives, and compile its second report. 


